
Appendix 1 

Successful Healthy Places SPD Summary of Representations received and Council’s Response 

 The Coal Authority (Rep 1)  

1 Our records indicate that within the Bolsover area there 
are recorded coal mining features present at surface 
and shallow depth including; mine entries, coal 
workings and reported surface hazards. These features 
may pose a potential risk to surface stability and public 
safety. 
 
We note that this current consultation relates to a 
Successful Healthy Places SPD and I can confirm that 
we have no specific comments to make on this 
document. 

Response: The Mining Remediation Authority is right to 
highlight that part of the site assessment will be to look 
for coal mining features. Given that Bolsover was a coal 
mining area we have added and signposted towards 
further information requirements.  
 
Action: Added in paragraph on page 23 (Site 
Assessment), Paragraph 2.7.2 that within Bolsover 
District to check for mining features and to signposted to 
Mining Remediation Authority regarding coal mining risk 
assessments.  
 

 Natural England (Reps 2 – 6)  

2 Para 2.6 - We welcome the inclusion of the reference 
to landscape character areas and the Landscape 
Character of Derbyshire (2014). Further information on 
national character area profiles is available at: Natural 
England - National Character Area Profiles - National 
Character Area Profiles 

Response: National Character Areas (NCA’s) are wider 
landscape areas responding to underlying geology. We 
agree with Natural England to refer to the information in the 
NCA’s as well as the character areas outlined in the 
Derbyshire Landscape Character documents. The NCA 
profiles and DLC profiles overlap but together give a 
comprehensive overview of the context of surrounding 
landscape.  
 
Action: Page 21. An additional Text box now states: 
Also refer to Natural England’s National Character 
Areas: NCA30 Southern Magnesium Limestone and 
NCA38 Nottingham, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcharacterareas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526953538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU2PmfbfythvcVDlWME4vGM9sKCVH1U02qw0yxri60Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcharacterareas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526953538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU2PmfbfythvcVDlWME4vGM9sKCVH1U02qw0yxri60Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcharacterareas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526953538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU2PmfbfythvcVDlWME4vGM9sKCVH1U02qw0yxri60Q%3D&reserved=0


Further information on national character area profiles is 
available at: Natural England - National Character Area 
Profiles  
 

3 Para 2.8 – We suggest that developers should also be 
referred to Natural England’s Green Infrastructure 
Framework: Principles & Standards Green 
Infrastructure Home. The Framework is a commitment 
in the Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. It 
supports the greening of our towns and cities and 
connections with the surrounding landscape as part of 
the Nature Recovery Network. Within the GI 
Framework is the GI Planing and Design Guide which 
provides details of what good GI design looks like 
linked to the ten characteristics of well-designed places 
as set out in the National Model Design Code - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and the National design guide - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

Response: Natural England’s ‘Green Infrastructure 
Framework’ and associated documents support the key 
messages within the ‘Blue and Green Infrastructure’ 
Section of the report, and therefore we have included 
reference to these as additional information resources. 
 
Actions:  
Page 37. Reference is now made in the side column to 
the Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Framework: 
Principles and Standards website and Green 
Infrastructure Planning and Design Guide, 2023  
 
Page 129. Under Useful References an added reference 
and link to GI Planning and Design Guide. 
  

4 Section 3.1 – We welcome this section which covers 
accessibility and sustainable transport. We draw your 
attention to Natural England’s Accessible Greenspace 
Standard which clarifies the quantity, quality and 
location of the green infrastructure required to meet 
local needs. In particular it focusses on access to 
green and blue spaces within 15 minutes' walk from 
home. Accessible Greenspace Standard. Your 
authority may want to refer to this standard within the 
SPD. 
 

Response: We agree that Natural England ‘Green Space 
Standards’ support our section on accessibility and 
sustainable transport, however, consider the information 
is better placed within the Green and Blue Infrastructure 
page of the report that talks about the benefits of access 
to nature for health and wellbeing. We have added 
information in referred to their documents in this section. 
 
Actions:  
 
Page 68. Added text relating to access to green and 
blue spaces within 15 mins walk from home. 
 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcharacterareas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526953538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU2PmfbfythvcVDlWME4vGM9sKCVH1U02qw0yxri60Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationalcharacterareas.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526953538%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU2PmfbfythvcVDlWME4vGM9sKCVH1U02qw0yxri60Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2FHome.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526974765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2L9YyJO4frks9MkePdlt8CUM0TZq0B4huAKMAHuH0Q4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2FHome.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526974765%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2L9YyJO4frks9MkePdlt8CUM0TZq0B4huAKMAHuH0Q4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2FDesignGuide.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118526989686%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TzhHcPrq%2BoWPggymbKu8Tg9mvJL6D2ULGQezFY09oPs%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-model-design-code&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118527004489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SOgg4Ud7DUZ5YHexuqF7lA3zgPVg%2BnGNLPAcYx%2FGsiU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-model-design-code&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118527004489%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SOgg4Ud7DUZ5YHexuqF7lA3zgPVg%2BnGNLPAcYx%2FGsiU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-design-guide&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118527019758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8IzE3qn%2Fv9Bvj3V25TZtVXUPYaZErMR0IILpLzvG3b4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fnational-design-guide&data=05%7C02%7CJulie-Anne.Middleditch%40bolsover.gov.uk%7C983e0f451a7842a3e83808de01bf5afd%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638950118527019758%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8IzE3qn%2Fv9Bvj3V25TZtVXUPYaZErMR0IILpLzvG3b4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2FAccessibleGreenspaceStandard.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721645490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CMdvh6Fw0uyn6Wt2xpjh9RvAit12mOPbNl35WZEizjY%3D&reserved=0


Added bullet point referring to Natural England’s 
Accessible Greenspace standard clarifies quantity, 
quality and location of green infrastructure. 
 
Page 76: Added reference and link to Accessible Green 
Space User Guide, Sept 2024 
  

5 Section 3.3 – We welcome this section on Green & 
Blue Infrastructure. Spending time in green and blue 
spaces has been shown to encourage physical activity 
and promote better mental health and wellbeing. Such 
spaces create opportunities for recreation, community 
gatherings, connecting with nature, and social 
interaction. For more information, see Natural 
England’s Review of Nature Exposure and Human 
Health and Wellbeing. We also suggest that you may 
want to reference the Green Infrastructure Framework 
and the GI Framework 5 headline standards. Local 
Planning Authorities can apply these Standards locally 
that will help deliver good GI networks for people and 
nature. The five standards are: 

 S1: Green Infrastructure Strategy Standard; S2: 
Accessible Greenspace Standard; S3: Urban 
Nature Recovery Standard; S4: Urban Greening 
Factor Standard; S5: Urban Tree Canopy Cover 
Standard. 

 

Response: We are happy to reinforce the Blue and Green 
Infrastructure Section or the document with references to 
Natural England document ‘Review of Nature Exposure 
and Heman Health and Wellbeing.’  
 
Actions:  
Page 68:  Added reference ‘Natural England - A 
narrative review of reviews of nature exposure and human 
health and well-being in the UK (March 2024).’  
 
Page 77: Added text ‘See Green Infrastructure 
Framework and five standards: S1: Green Infrastructure 
Strategy Standard; S2: Accessible Greenspace 
Standard; S3: Urban Nature Recovery Standard; S4: 
Urban Greening Factor Standard; S5: Urban Tree 
Canopy Cover Standard’ 
 

6 Section 3.11 – We welcome the section on integrating 
biodiversity into the design of development. Again we 
refer to the Natural England Green Infrastructure 
Planning and Design Guide 2023 which provides a 
valuable resource on this topic. 

Response: Welcome this response to support the 
inclusion of an extra section on biodiversity in our 
document.  
 
Action:  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.naturalengland.org.uk%2Fpublication%2F5939107801595904&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721665211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BjH1h9VN%2F2n7YkWwTExexMGivvWl7ZFUBRIDqiR0hns%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublications.naturalengland.org.uk%2Fpublication%2F5939107801595904&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721665211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BjH1h9VN%2F2n7YkWwTExexMGivvWl7ZFUBRIDqiR0hns%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2FGIStandards.aspx&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721682715%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UsqCjxdeYMgLfop02q3gPRReVE5NDJ76E%2Ff0xZpV3Ds%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2Fdownloads%2FDesign%2520Guide%2520-%2520Green%2520Infrastructure%2520Framework.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721699653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ssm0uaQUSuW4%2B13eWomV9XbPOvD9WGOeRjSQKpsBi%2BY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdesignatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk%2FGreenInfrastructure%2Fdownloads%2FDesign%2520Guide%2520-%2520Green%2520Infrastructure%2520Framework.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPlanning.Policy%40bolsover.gov.uk%7Ce87478acba334818589b08ddf9efd132%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638941530721699653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ssm0uaQUSuW4%2B13eWomV9XbPOvD9WGOeRjSQKpsBi%2BY%3D&reserved=0


  Page 69. Add additional reference ‘Natural England’s 
Green Infrastructure Planning and Design Guide 2023’  
 

 Stancliffe Homes – (Reps 8 - 12)  

7 The guidance successfully addresses climate change 
in the context of new housing with the exception of the 
comment on passive solar design, which I consider to 
be highly inflexible and question why it should feature 
in the guidance given the guidance goes on to say that 
it isn't always appropriate (I would guess not feasible in 
a high percentage of applications), I think the push to 
eco-friendly homes is positive. 
 

Response:  We agree that the issue of orientation can 
be inflexible to housing developers if the topography of a 
site does not lead to effective solar gain, however, as a 
first principal solar gain can inform layouts particularly 
where there are south facing slopes and land rises 
where roof orientation naturally leads to the use of solar 
panels. Façade studies can also inform where enhanced 
glazing and reduced openings can improve internal 
arrangements of the dwellings. This may be difficult for 
housebuilders with a standard package to achieve, other 
housebuilders may find it useful to carry out such 
analysis.  
 
Action: No action taken as this section was in the 
original document and not part of the update.  
 

8 There are elements of the guidance that I think should 
be reviewed: 
 
Paragraphs 2.8.4 & 2.8.7 - When an applicant is asked 
to engage with Design Midlands I think Bolsover should 
commit in this document to having their own design 
officer there to shape the feedback out of that session. 
It's an expensive process and to go through that, 
prepare a full site design and then have a separate 
internal team review is not efficient and is costly and 
frustrating for an applicant. Committing to have the 

Response: We welcome response from local housing 
developers and appreciate that there are differences in 
opinion regarding process and design issues within the 
document. We would welcome the opportunity to consult 
further with developers and discuss the differences 
between established practise and government 
requirements. The document is in line with current thinking 
within national policy and guidance documents.  
 
The NPPF in Paragraph 139 states that development that 
is not well designed should be refused, especially where it 



Council's design input included as part of the DRP 
would be a positive step. 
 

fails to reflect local design policies and government 
guidance on design.  
 
National planning practice guidance points towards  
Design Review as an independent assessment of 
development proposals by a panel of multidisciplinary 
professionals and experts, which can inform and improve 
design quality in new developments. Recommendations 
from design review panels can be used to help support 
decisions on applications, so development proposals need 
to show how they have considered and addressed them. 
 
Often development projects have been submitted that 
have not been through a level of interdisciplinary design 
review that we would desire. If a more resolved level of 
design is achieved before application submission there 
may be less need for independent design review.  
 
Action: No action taken, no changes to the document.  
 

9 
 

BFHL Assessments - I'd encourage the document to 
take a flexible approach to these rather than arbitrary 
traffic lights and scoring. In some instances, 
connections aren't available, etc. This doesn't mean 
the site has poor design. 
 

Response: The NNPF recommends using BFHL 
assessment in Paragraph 138:  For assessing proposals 
there is a range of tools including workshops to engage the 
local community, design advice and review arrangements, 
and assessment frameworks such as Building for a Healthy 
Life 53 . These are of most benefit if used as early as 
possible in the evolution of schemes and are particularly 
important for significant projects such as large-scale 
housing and mixed-use developments.  
 
Building for a Healthy Life was produced by Homes 
England, NHS England, and NHS Improvement, with input 

https://www.designforhomes.org/project/building-for-life/
https://www.designforhomes.org/project/building-for-life/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-planning-policy-framework/12-achieving-well-designed-places#footnote53


from urban design and construction professionals and has 
influenced national policy. I think there is merit in designers 
working through the traffic light system early on in their 
designs to ensure their designs reflect national guidance.  
 
Action: No Action taken, no changes to the document. 
  

10 Document discourages the use of cul-de-sacs - I query 
why it should do so and why it recommends these 
should be avoided? In reality, people like living in them 
and I think that pedestrian / cycle connectivity can still 
be delivered whilst using these. 
 

Response: The National Design Guide indicate that 
Mews, courtyards and cull-de-sac will generally only be 
appropriate at the most local level where there is little 
vehicular movement. Current thinking is to move away 
from car dominated schemes and to healthier more 
walkable layouts. There is plenty of evidence to show that 
people become more isolated in larger housing estates as 
they grow older. In cul-de-sac arrangements they have less 
opportunities to integrate and enjoy passing pedestrian 
traffic and therefore considered to result in less cohesive 
design.  
 
Action: No Action Taken, no changes to the document. 
 

11 Paragraph 3.20.24 - This suggests that turning heads 
should be avoided, or essentially, not look like turning 
heads. This is highly impractical and to suggest that 
turning heads should not incorporated into the public 
realm is not realistic when you align that with DCC 
adoption standards (inc. the reality of their latest 
guidance).Surely better that this document focuses on 
key things that should be achieved (good design, 
placemaking, etc) rather than points like this which will 
just end up being ignored / overridden by the 

Response: Turning heads can be engineered and road 
dominated, or they can be designed to fit well into the 
public realm so that they do not dominate the layout, 
using choice of materials and careful planning. Manual 
for Streets supports this approach. Where turning heads 
provide the tracking alignments and meet safety 
standards there are opportunities for them to be 
integrated into layouts in a more attractive way. This 
was part of the existing guidance and has not been 
updated as developers should be working towards 



practicalities of building new homes with adopted 
roads. 
 

creating places that are not car dominated. Good design 
can achieve better arrangements. 
 
Response: No action taken, no changes to the 
document.  
  

 Historic England (Rep 12)  

12 Historic England welcomes the revisions to the 2013 SPD 
in respect of the historic environment.  In particular, the 
emphasis on how heritage, in conjunction with green and 
blue infrastructure, has the potential to enhance a place 
for its community as well as the new section on heritage 
and retrofit. 
 

Response: A welcome response in support of the SPD 
revisions.  

 

 


